By Jim Casey
Journal Herald Staff Writer

SPRINGFIELD — “I've never
been so embarassed in all my
life. I think I'll just stand here
and turn red.”

And he did, all the way from
the top of his shaggy blond head
to the tips of his bare toes,
every square inch of him save
what couldn’t be seen beneath
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escape from their stereotyped
roles as ‘“‘success objects.”

He staged the “beauty. con-
test as a role-reversing experi-
ment, switching the men from
success to sex objects and tak-
ing women off the stage and
placing them in the front row.

“The purpose of a men’s
beauty contest is not to put men
through what women have been

co-eds were deli ghted wﬂh their turnabout role

. . . Boys’ backsides won reviews, but shoe sizes drew interest, too

“date,” the girl was to lead the
boy away and, for a full five
minutes, carry the conversation.
Her partner was permitted only
to nod or shake his head.

For the next five minutes, the
woman was to make physical ad-
vances to-the man, trying for “‘a
score.” The man, in return, was
to set up defenses to “protect
hia reputation.”

“We’'ve got to be cool,” he
said.

AS ADULTS, Farrell added,
“We start figuring out how can 1
succeed in-a given specialized
area, how far can I getin that

area and how fast can I get -

there.”
Eventually, instead of growing
in his occupation and enjoying
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Emerging from the dressing
room, they walked down a
gauntlet of women, some of
whom took the opportunity to
pat their fannies.

Next came a “talent contest”

in which one man did a hand-
stand, another did a “‘dramatic
reading” of “Spring is
sprung ‘the grass is riz,” a
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Evaluating the opposite
sex's endowments - one
phase of men'’s liberation
day at Wittenberg. |

Staft Photos by Wald Kieins

a fhe winner blushed

third sang “Twinkle, twinklp.
little star,” another recited; “Lit=
tle Boy Blue,” and the fifth'd
“a few pushups, and I mig
even throw in a heart attack.” %"
And one guy just turned red: ¥
It may have been :b_illgd ﬂ

.men’s liberation. |z

But, somehow, thewo”nlen
seemed to be having all the fun.
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SPRINGFIELD — “I've never
been so embarassed in all my
life. I think Il just stand here
and turn red.”

And he did, all the way from
the top of his shaggy blond head
to the tips of his bare toes,
every square inch of him save
what couldn’t be seen beneath
‘his bathing suit.

That part probably was blush-
ing, too.

For it was turnabout time at
Wittenberg University, a boys’
beauty contest for the benefit of
a bunch of giggling girls de-
lighted with a chance at evaluat-
ing the opposite sex’s endow-
ments.

“HE’S GOT A nice rump,”™
shouted one member of the audi-
ence.

“He’s hunchbacked,” re-
marked another co-ed about a
second contestant.

“He’s too short from his waist
to his neck,” cried one young
lady. '

“He’s got a cute blush, doesn’t
he?” said someone near the
front.

BTLIEVE IT or nut, this was
“men’s. liberation.”

Warren Farrell, author of
“The Liberated Man: Freeing
Men and Their Relationships
with Women,” was on campus
lecturing on how males should

escape from their stereotyped
roles as ‘“‘success objects.”

He staged the ‘“beauty. con-
test as a role-reversing experi-
ment, switching the men from
success to sex objects and tak-
ing women off the stage and
placing them in the front row.

“The purpose of a men’s
beauty contest is not to put men
through what women have been
through but-to ‘give you people
a chance to experience some of
the feelings you have when you

.undertake another role,” he ex-

plained.

“IN LIFE in general, every
woman is a contestant in a
beauty contest all the time. In
life in general, all men are
judges in a beauty contest all the
time.

“We don’t stereotype in the op-

- posite way, looking at a woman

and saying, ‘Now there’s some-
one who could support me’.”

Farrell used another experi-
ment to underscore the same
point, separting the class into
men and women and telling them
to eyeball each other from
across the room.

The women were asked to
study the men| as potential sex
paxiners, chovse one and ask
him for a date. The men were
told to evaluate the women as
providers and decide whether or
not to accept.

ONCE A COUPLE had made a

“date,” the girl was to lead the
boy away and, for a full five
minutes, carry the conversation.
Her partner was permitted only
to nod or shake his head.

For the next five minutes, the
woman was to make physical ad-
vances to-the man, trying for “‘a
score.” The man, in return, was
to set up defenses to “protect
his reputation.”

The initial approaches were
predictable — nervous laughter,
shuffling of feet — and the girls’
lines were carbon copies of ones
they’d heard before — “I've
seen you around the campus and
thought I’d stop over and say
hello,” “I don’t think you need
to go to a bar to meet people.”

But the reaction to the reversed
roles werg suprisingly pleasant.
1

“IT WAS THE first time I, as
a woman, felt confident with
other woren,” one co-ed said.
“1 felt like I was somebody. I
felt confident to look someone,
well, in the body.”

“It wa's really pleasant,” re-
sponded one of the men. “I just
felt so good being in that posi-
tion, not having to take the first
step and everything.”

1na s - ariments, arrell said,
help #ic men understand the
roles ghey are forced into, often
uncongciously, Boys, for in-
stante, automatically train
themselves “not to walk witha
wiggle

f

“We've got to be cool,” he
said. i

AS ADULTS, Farrell added,
“We start figuring out how can L
succeed in-a given specialized
area, how far can I get in that
area and how fast can I get
there.”

Eventually, instead of growing
in his occupation and enjoying
his work, a man becomes con-
cerned with questions like,
“How can I preserve my job?
How can I increase my budget?
How can I increase my staff?

By the time the man discovers
that he no longer enjoys what
he’s doing, Farrell said, ‘he
gives up any thought of getting
involved in somethingdiffer-
ent.

“Something different might
involve quitting work to go back
to school, sending his wife to
work in the interim while he
studies and cares for the family,
possibly accepting a lower
standard of living.

AND SUCH THINGS just
aren’t done, Farrell said.

A man would be ostracized
merely for smoking an Eve cig-
arette, he said, not to mention
quitting his job and taking over
the housework. Men are too
worried about living up to the
Marlboro Man.

“] think that is why we have
such an incredible, stupid admi-
ration for movie stars,” he said.

Farrell’s ultimate program
for men’s liberation would in~
clude paternity leaves for new
fathers, men’s birth control and

- more flexible working hours.

AND AT WITTENBERG, at
least, the chance to be a beauty
king.

Fifteen male members of the
lecture audience were lined up
in front of the women, and each
was asked to pose in profile and
backward positions. The girls
were urged to make comments.

Many were ribald, particu-
1arlv after Farrell told them the
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Emerging from the dressing
room, they walked down a
gauntlet of women, some of
whom took the opportunity to
pat their fannies.

Next came a “talent contest”

in which one man did a hand-
stand, another did a ‘“dramatic
reading” of “Spring is
sprung ‘the grass is riz,” a

third sang “Twinkle, twinkle,
little star,” another recited *“Lit-
tle Boy Blue,” and the fifthdid
“a few pushups, and I might
even throw in a heart attack.”” %
And one guy just turned red: **
It may have been billed 28
men’s liberation. P -
But, s 0 m e h o w, the womien
seemed to be having all the fun.
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lecturing on how males should ONCE A COUPLE had made a wiggle

The ‘winnah’: ‘Little Boy America’
.« « Wait *til the fraternity hears aiout this
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Marlboro Man.

“I think that is why we have
such an incredible, stupid admi-
ration for movie stars,” he said.

Farrell’s ' ultimate program
for men’s liberation would in-
clude paternity leaves for new
fathers, men’s birth control and

* more flexible working hours.

AND AT WITTENBERG, at
least, the chance to be a beauty
king.

Fifteen male members of the
lecture audience were lined up
in front of the women, and each
was asked to pose in profile and
backward positions. The girls
were urged to make comments.

Many were ribald, particu-
larly after Farrell told them the
“old husband’s tale” that a
man’s sexual prowess can be
estimated from the size of his
shoe. . .
There was a great deal of
ogling of feet,

SIX FINALISTS were chosen
according to the applause they
received; they were told to
change into bathing suits.

The talent: a shaky handstand
« « « Turning red a lot less strenuous

Kid start
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The ‘winnah’: ‘Little Boy America’ L
o o« Wait ’til the fraternity hears aboul this
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The runway: a gamut of giggles, pats
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estimated from the size of his
shoe.

ogling of feet,

SIX FINALISTS were chosen
according to the applause they
received; they were told to
change into bathing suits.

the behind

.+« This contestantr \n the title “Little Boy Lost-Pants”

There was a great deal of
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| Thé talent:

a shaky handstand

« « « Turning red a lot less strenuous
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By Marty Schipfer
Here’s a nightly ritual at our house. Each child '
gets a goodnight “back scratch.” (Or, “rack scratch,” 4
if you please.) i -,
Dad started counting them when the children
"wanted more and more. Twenty is our magic number
and now the children count them.
Our funny fear is that our 3-year-old will be
mesmerized to sleep in first grade when the class is
counting to 50. By 21, he will be snoring. !

H you have suggestions for heiping children develop, send them fo
Marty Schipfer in care of The Journal Heraid
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